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Kert had an ongoing relationship with University of 
North Carolina; scientists there were studying the presence of mercury in human hair as part of a push 
against coal power. Among them was Rick Maas, chair of the Department of Environmental Studies at 
UNC. Kert told him about BlackLight and asked if he would like to join him on a trip to the facilities. He 
agreed. Maas and Davies were impressed by BLP, the people, and the experiments. Davies thought to 
himself that it would be quite an elaborate ruse to fake science at this level, and no one was shaking 
them down for funds.  

Maas understood the chemistry and experiments but needed help with the theory, so he recruited a 
friend from the physics department, Randy Booker, a radio astronomer. They followed up with a visit in 
May of 2005 and spent a week there, investigating five experiments. Maas told BBC: “We went in with 
a healthy amount of skepticism” (Matthews 2005).  

He and Booker expected BLP to be secretive about their work, but were pleasantly surprised that they 
were very open about their experiments and results. They were given free rein in the lab to oversee and 
modify experiments. They conducted water bath calorimetry and line broadening studies with plasmas. 
By the end of the first week, Maas was awestruck: “We found very strong evidence for the existence of 
hydrinos, and significant net energy gains of 2–40%. …There’s no way—unless you didn’t want to 
believe it—that you’d not say you were convinced” (Matthews 2005). 

Having captured their interest, BLP asked them if they would like to consult on a long–term basis. 
Maas would validate experiments, and Booker would validate Mills’s theory. They would be paid for 
their time, and their expenses would also be covered. They agreed (Jakab 2006).  



Booker and Maas were complementary personalities. Booker was quiet and solitary; when he wasn’t 
scanning for formaldehyde signals in the star–forming regions of our galaxy, he was happy to sit in his 
office pouring over the details of Mills’s theory. Maas, however, was very outgoing, well spoken, and 
comfortable with attention. He was gung–ho about BLP and the potential of the technology. Mills and 
Good realized that Maas would be the kind of ally that could make a big difference in the scientific 
community. He could advocate passionately and recruit collaborators.  

In December, only days after we last saw him in the office, Maas fell ill. He had a serious health 
condition, and when Bill Good and Michael Sabel heard that he was sick, they were prepared to pull out 
all the stops to get Maas on a commercial jet and fly him to another hospital. But it was too late, Maas 
was lost; he was only 54. I understand that Maas was preparing write a book about BLP. In place of his 
project, I hope this will serve. 

Over the course of the next several years, Booker would continue to do theoretical work, going to BLP 
once or twice a year. Over seven years of work, BLP paid Booker a total of about $10,000, enough to 
allow him to make room in his schedule from time to time. He felt that he was coming at the project 
objectively and patiently, unaffected by the rather modest financial ties.  

Booker was careful and meticulous in his analysis of Mills’s equations and found they were extremely 
good at matching experimental data, such as atomic ionization energies. He occasionally signed 
statements to that effect for BLP’s use. Occasionally he found small mistakes. Beyond that, Booker 
never tried to use Mills’s theory to solve new problems; never used it as a working tool for innovative 
contributions. While he was happy to testify to his efforts, he was not a theoretician, he was not the 
type of personality to make waves in the scientific community. Perhaps, someday, he would teach a 
course on the subject.  

Booker once sat down with a professor in the chemistry department who didn’t like Mills. As he soberly 
tried to explain the theoretical underpinning of the hydrino states, the professor stood and threw up his 
arms. “You just can’t do that.” he said, exasperated. He was unwilling to go any further.  

“Perhaps,” Booker told me, “you just need to have an open mind.”  



The momentum that Davies had built up nearly died with Maas, but Davies continued to work internally 
at Greenpeace to make BLP a bigger issue. He brought the executive director and climate policy 
director up to BLP for presentations, and tried to get some positive stories to run in the press. At the 
end of the day, there was little they could do but wait and hope for BLP to crack the nut. 


